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(C)  During  a February  13  meeting  on  an  unrelated  topic, 
Spanish  Political  Director  Rafael  Dezcallar  told  the  Charge 
that  he  felt  obliged  to  again  state  Spain's  great 
disappointment  over  the  USG ' s inability  to  fulfill  its 
commitment  to  the  Alliance  of  Civilizations  (AoC)  and  lack  of 
high-level  participation  at  the  First  Forum  in  Madrid  in 
January  (refs  A-C).  He  noted  that  Spain  had  contributed  to 
the  BMENA/MEPI  Foundation  for  the  Future  almost  three  years 
ago  under  the  understanding  and  gentleman, s agreement  that 
the  U.S.  would  be  able  in  some  way  to  support  the  Alliance  of 
Civilizations.  He  said  that  U.S.  inability  to  keep  its  word 
two  years  later  had  left  a bad  taste  within  the  GOS,  adding 
that  the  Spanish  have  always  perceived  the  U.S.  to  be 
"straight  shooters,"  but  not  in  this  case.  He  said  that  the 
First  Forum  in  Madrid  was  a largely  successful  event  and  that 
the  Alliance  had  certain  possibilities  to  make  progress  on 
issues  of  great  concern  to  the  U.S.  He  said  that  the  AoC  was 
the  most  high-profile  international  effort  to  address  these 
concerns,  and  the  U.S.  should  want  to  be  a part  of  it. 

Noting  U.S.  concerns  about  the  initiative,  Dezcallar  said 
that  the  period  of  time  in  which  this  initiative  was  in 
development  should  have  been  sufficient  to  allow  for  a 
minimum  of  political  confidence  and  trust  in  Spain  and  Turkey 
to  manage  the  AoC  properly.  Dezcallar  repeated  the  GOS 
request  that  the  U.S.  fulfill  its  commitment  in  the  shortest 
possible  term.  The  Charge  acknowledged  GOS  concerns, 
reiterated  our  intent  to  fulfill  the  commitment,  and 
undertook  to  pursue  the  issue  while  in  Washington  later  this 
month . 
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